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DURHAM, NH – New Hampshire residents are divided about President Donald Trump's administraƟon. Approval of Trump's
performance as President, his handling of foreign aﬀairs and the economy, and opinion on the direcƟon of the country remain closely
Ɵed to parƟsanship. A majority of Granite Staters support the removal of Bashar al-Assad from power in Syria, but respondents have
varied opinions on how this should be accomplished.
These ﬁndings are based on the latest Granite State Pol*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Five hundred
and eighteen (518) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed by landline and celular telephone between April 24 and
May 4, 2017. The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.3 percent.
PresidenƟal Approval
 
Just over one hundred days into President Trump's administraƟon, less than half of New Hampshire adults approve of his performance
so far as President. Currently, 43% of New Hampshire adults say they approve of the job Trump is doing as President, 47% disapprove,
and 9% are neutral.
While overal approval of Trump's job performance is unchanged since February, the percentage of respondents who strongly approve
of Trump has declined somewhat from 31% in February to 25% in May, while the percentage who strongly disapproves (41%) has
remained the same since February.
* We ask that this copyrighted informaƟon be referred to as the Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.
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PresidenƟal Approval - Donald Trump














PresidenƟal Approval Score by Quarters Into Presidency -
Donald Trump, Barack Obama & George W. Bush
(7=Strongly Approve, 1= Strongly Disapprove)
On a scale where "strongly approve" equals 7 and "strongly disapprove" equals 1, Trump's approval (3.7) is unchanged since February
and remains wel below that of his predecessor, Barack Obama (5.0) in the second quarter of his presidency. However, Trump's job
approval has been stable since the ﬁrst quarter of his presidency, while President Obama experienced a decline each quarter in his ﬁrst
year in oﬃce.
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PresidenƟal Approval by Party ID
Approval of President Trump remains closely Ɵed to parƟsanship. Eighty-three percent of Republicans approve of Trump's job
performance, 43% of Independents approve, but only 12% of Democrats approve. While very few Democrats approve of Trump's
performance (12%), this represents a slight increase since February (5%).
Frequent conservaƟve radio listeners (86% approve), self-described conservaƟves (81%), and gun owners (62%) are most likely to
approve of Trump's performance, while self-described liberals (91% disapprove), those who read the Boston Globe (75%), Gary Johnson
voters (73%), frequent NHPR listeners (70%), those who have completed postgraduate work (64%), and union members (59%) are most
likely to disapprove.
Net Favorability RaƟng - President Donald Trump
Trump's net favorability raƟng - the percentage of people who say they have a favorable opinion of him minus the percentage who have
an unfavorable opinion - remained steady since February among Republicans and Independents but improved among Democrats.
Trump remains highly popular among Republicans (+70%), signiﬁcantly higher than in October 2016 (+24%), while Independents are
neutral (-1%). Though his net favorability among Democrats remains very low (-68%), it has increased considerably since February 2017
(-88%).














Net Favorability RaƟng - Donald Trump
Net Approval = (% Approve - % Disapprove)
Overal Democrat Republican Indepedent

















Favorability - Donald Trump
Favorability RaƟngs - President Donald Trump
Trump's favorability among New Hampshire adults has remained steady since February aŌer rising considerably folowing the 2016
presidenƟal campaign. Trump is currently viewed favorably by 43% of Granite Staters, 47% have an unfavorable opinion of him, and
10% are neutral or don't know enough to say.
Frequent conservaƟve radio listeners (82% favorable), self-described conservaƟves (81%), gun owners (62%), acƟve or veteran military
members (57%), Manchester area residents (54%), and those who aƩend religious services once a week or more oŌen (53%) are most
likely to have a favorable opinion of Trump. Self-described liberals (87% unfavorable), Boston Globe readers (82%), frequent NHPR
listeners (69%), those who have completed postgraduate work (65%), union members (61%), and those who aƩend religious services
once or twice a month (57%) are most likely to have an unfavorable opinion of Trump.
Favorable Unfavorable
Foreign Aﬀairs Approval
Granite Staters have a lower opinion of Trump's handling of foreign aﬀairs than his handling the economy. Currently, 43% of New
Hampshire adults approve of how Trump is handling foreign aﬀairs, 49% disapprove, and 8% are neutral. Eighty percent of Republicans
approve of Trump's performance in foreign aﬀairs, but only 46% of Independents and 13% of Democrats do so. Approval of Trump's
handling of foreign aﬀairs has slightly increased since February among Republicans, Independents, and Democrats.
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Trump Approval - Foreign Aﬀairs
February May













Trump Approval - Handling the Economy
Economic Approval
In the second Granite State Pol since his inauguraƟon, Granite Staters' approval of Trump's handling of the economy is unchanged.
Currently, 48% approve of how Trump is handling the economy, 40% disapprove, and 12% are neutral or unsure. Republicans nearly
universaly approve of Trump's handling of the economy (93%), while Independents (42%) and Democrats (15%) are much less likely to
do so.
February May







Economic Approval - by Party ID
February May







Foreign Aﬀairs Approval - by Party ID











George W. Bush Barack Obama Donald Trump
US Heading in Right DirecƟon or On Wrong Track
Right Track – Wrong Track
Overal, New Hampshire residents conƟnue to be slightly pessimisƟc about the direcƟon the country is heading. Forty-four percent
(44%) of New Hampshire adults think things in this country are generaly going in the right direcƟon, 50% think things are seriously oﬀ
on the wrong track, and 6% don’t know or are unsure. Opinion remains very closely Ɵed to parƟsanship; 78% of Republicans believe the
the country is heading in the right direcƟon but only 48% of Independents and 14% of Democrats agree.
Right direction Wrong track
Syria
Granite Staters are divided in their opinion on how President Trump is handling the situaƟon in Syria. A slight plurality (44%) approve of
Trump's handling of Syria, 41% disapprove, and 15% are neutral.
Republicans are far more likely than Democrats or Independents to approve of Trump's handling of the situaƟon in Syria; more than
three-quarters (79%) approve while only 13% disapprove. Only 18% of Democrats approve of Trump's handling of the situaƟon in Syria,
while 39% of Independents do so.
OVERALL Democrat Independent Republican

















Syria - Approval of Trump Handling
Although more than half of New Hampshire adults support the removal of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad from power, Granite Staters
are divided on what speciﬁcaly the US should do in Syria. Nearly a third of respondents (31%) would only like the US to conduct
diplomaƟc talks, 26% support air strikes, 13% want no American involvement in the conﬂict at al, 11% support arming Syrian opposiƟon
forces, and only 5% favor sending American ground troops to Syria. Three percent want a combinaƟon of these opƟons, and 10% don't
know or are unsure.
Among those who support the removal of Assad, only 57% prefer a military acƟon such as sending in ground troops, conducƟng air
strikes, or arming opposiƟon forces. Among those who oppose Assad's removal, 30% would like the United States to hold diplomaƟc
talks and 31% would like no American involvement at al.
Registered Republicans (46%), Donald Trump voters (46%), those who aƩend religious services once or twice a month (45%), and
Central/Lakes Region residents (41%) are more likely than others to prefer sending in ground troops or conducƟng airstrikes while
self-described liberals (58%), Hilary Clinton voters (55%), and self-idenƟﬁed Democrats (55%) are more likely than others to prefer
conducƟng diplomaƟc talks or having no US involvement at al.
More than half (58%) of Granite Staters support the removal of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. FiŌeen percent oppose Assad's
removal from power while more than a quarter (28%) are neutral or don't know.
Unlike most current issues, opinion on Assad's removal is not Ɵed to parƟsanship: 58% of Democrats, 45% of Independents, and 64% of
Republicans favor Assad's removal. Frequent conservaƟve radio listeners (43% oppose), Gary Johnson voters (40%), and Manchester
Area residents (40%) are most likely to be neutral or not know whether they support or oppose the removal of Assad from power.
Overal Democrat Indepedent Republican


















Support/Oppose Removal of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%
Conduct Diplomatic Talks
Conduct Air Strikes
No Involvement At Al
Arm Opposition Forces










Preferred US OpƟon in Syria
Granite Staters are divided about whether Trump has the ability to handle the situaƟon with North Korea's nuclear program; 47% are
very (22%) or somewhat (25%) conﬁdent that Trump can handle North Korea, while 49% are not very (21%) or not at al conﬁdent
(28%).
Most Republicans (83%) are conﬁdent in Trump to handle the situaƟon, but only 16% of Democrats and 49% of Independents feel this
way.
North Korea
Most New Hampshire adults (82%) believe North Korea poses a very (45%) or somewhat (37%) serious threat to the United States and
its alies. Sixteen percent consider the threat to be not very serious (11%) or not at al serious (5%) and 3% don't know or are unsure.
ParƟsanship does not appear to play a strong role in how serious a threat respondents consider North Korea to be; more than
three-quarters of Democrats (84%), Indepedents (78%), and Republicans (79%) each consider North Korea to be a very serious or
somewhat serious threat.
Those aged 50 to 64 (92%) are most likely to say North Korea is a serious threat, while Gary Johnson voters (29%) and those aged 18 to
34 (28%) are most likely to say it is a not very serious or not at al serious threat.



















Threat Posed by North Korea



























Not At Al Confident
Don't Know
Granite State Pol Methodology
These ﬁndings are based on the latest Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Five hundred
and eighteen (518) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed in English by landline and celular telephone between
April 24 and May 4, 2017. The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.3 percent. These MSE’s have not been adjusted for design
eﬀect. The design eﬀect for the survey is 1.2%.
The random sample used in the Granite State Pol was purchased from MarkeƟng Systems Group (MSG), Horsham, PA. MSG screens
each selected telephone number to eliminate non-working numbers, disconnected numbers, and business numbers to improve the
eﬃciency of the sample, reducing the amount of Ɵme interviewers spend caling non-usable numbers.
The data have been weighted to adjust for numbers of adults and telephone lines within households. AddiƟonaly, data were weighted
by respondent sex, age, educaƟon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS)
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. In addiƟon to potenƟal sampling error, al surveys have other potenƟal sources of non-sampling
error including quesƟon order eﬀects, quesƟon wording eﬀects, and non-response. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to
100%. The number of respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaƟon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesƟons.
For more informaƟon about the methodology used in the Granite State Pol, contact Dr. Andrew Smith at (603) 862-2226 or by email at
andrew.smith@unh.edu.






































































































































Favorability RaƟng - President Donald Trump
"Next, I'd like to get your overal opinion of some people who have been in the news. As I read each name, please say if you have a
favorable or unfavorable opinion of this person - or if you don’t know enough about him or her to say. President (Businessman) Donald
Trump?"
PresidenƟal Approval - Economy












PresidenƟal Approval - Foreign Aﬀairs









Syria - Approval of Trump Handling
"Do you approve or disapprove of the way President Trump is handling the situaƟon with Syria?"
Support/Oppose Removal of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad










At Al Combination Don't Know
May 2017 10%3%13%31%11%26%5%
Syria - Preferred US OpƟon in Syria
"Which comes closest to your opinion in what the US should do in Syria? Send in ground troops..conduct airstrikes with no ground
troops..arm opposiƟon forces with no direct military acƟon..only conduct diplomaƟc talks..or no involvement at al?"
N
516
Right Track - Wrong Track
 “Do you think things in this country are generaly going in the right direcƟon or are they seriously oﬀ on the wrong track?”





























































































































































































































































































North Korea - Seriousness of Threat
"How serious of a threat do you think North Korea poses to the United States and it's alies..very serious..somewhat serious..not very
serious..or not at al serious?"
North Korea - Conﬁdence in Trump to Handle North Korea SituaƟon
"How conﬁdent are you in President Trump's ability to handle the situaƟon with North Korea's nuclear program..very
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Favorable Neutral Unfavorable DK Enough to Say
STATEWIDE 3%47%7%43%
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Send In Ground Troops Conduct Air Strikes Arm Opposition Forces Conduct DiplomaticTalks
STATEWIDE 31%11%26%5%
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No Involvement At Al Combination Don't Know
STATEWIDE 10%3%13%
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Right Direction Wrong Track DK/Not Sure
STATEWIDE 6%50%44%
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Region of StateCentral / Lakes
Connecticut Valey
Manchester Area
Mass Border
North Country
Seacoast
Congressional
District
First Cong. District
Second Cong. District
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